TAPPC AFRICA

TRUE ANIMAL PROTEIN ER\C:COALH\CN CLIMATE
True prices ACTION
for meat and dairy INITIATIVE

OPEN LETTER TO LIVESTOCK AND MEAT SECTOR STAKEHOLDERS IN HIGH-INCOME COUNTRIES

To: International Meat Secretariat Board, its Members and Meat Sector Stakeholders
Subject: Urgent Call to Address the Climate and Ecological Impacts of Meat production
Date : 6th November 2024

Dear IMS Board and Members, and other meat sector stakeholders,

We are writing on behalf of the TAPP/ACAI Coalition, a global advocacy network dedicated to
sustainable and climate-friendly agricultural practices. We are sending you an urgent message about
the alarming environmental impacts of large-scale livestock production and meat consumption. The
path we are collectively on threatens to push our ecosystems to the brink of collapse and worsen the
climate crisis for generations to come, which also is threatening livestock farmers (e.g. crops lost and
herds die by severe climate impacts). This crisis demands immediate and coordinated action.

Meat is a food product most people like. It includes healthy ingredients and millions of people work in
the livestock and meat sector. However, recent studies highlight that the livestock sector is also a major
contributor to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, deforestation, land degradation, and biodiversity loss,
while increasing healthcare costs and non-communicable diseases in countries with
overconsumption?. In Europe for instance, the financial value of animal sourced food production is 206
billion euro, while external social and environmental costs are 3,5 times larger? (737 billion euro (439
billion diet related health costs and 298 billion euro air pollution and land use costs). This trajectory is
not sustainable nor profitable. Globally, agriculture-related emissions account for over 33% of all GHG
emissions, with livestock production contributing 14.5% to 20%, generating the majority of global food-
related GHG emissions®. When we look closely at methane, nitrous oxide and carbon dioxide emissions
— all by-products of intensive livestock farming — the need for urgent reform becomes even clearer.
Our reliance on current practices accelerates climate change and contributes to a range of other
environmental and public health risks that we can not afford to ignore. In OECD countries and China,
high demand for meat has led to an over-reliance on large-scale industrial farming methods that
prioritise short-term yield over long-term ecological stability. These methods contribute to water
scarcity, soil depletion and runoff pollution, which exacerbate the cycle of environmental degradation.
This trend impacts economies and societies around the world as regions become increasingly
vulnerable to drought, desertification and other climate-related crises. It is within our collective power
to drive transformative change, also to benefit the meat sector. Increased meat prices would help
farmers and meat companies to deal with the challenges and compensate damage costs by the sector.
Existing lowest prices strategies can be replaced over time by collective agreements on fair pricing,
including all environmental costs. The TAPP/ACAI Coalition advocates for a fair and transparent system
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for pricing GHG emissions in the agri-food sector. Pricing emissions will help internalize environmental
costs and encourage the adoption of more sustainable practices since pricing or tax revenues can help
finance farmers to improve sustainability. The World Bank* and African Ministers agree such pricing
mechanisms are needed in high income countries®. Ministers and 100+ NGOQO’s signed a COP29
Agreement on GHG-emission pricing in the agri-food sector. This agreement can also be signed by
actors in your sector®. We cannot achieve change without your active participation and partnership.

We urge livestock and meat associations, exporters, processors and businesses to:

1. Recognize and act at the scale of the problem: Let’s recognize that maintaining the status quo in
meat production and consumption threatens our ecosystems and our food security.;

2. Advocate for the implementation of GHG pricing mechanisms: Pricing livestock emissions can
catalyze change, foster innovation in sustainable practices and encourage transitions to
regenerative agriculture. GHG-emission pricing can start in high income countries and China. This
could be a Food-sector-ETS with revenues to benefit farmers and consumers. Farmer-friendly meat
taxes can be an alternative. Recycling of tax revenues can benefit farmers and consumers and
contribute for at least 20% to the new UN Loss and Damage Fund (open to private sector donations).
We also refer to the COP16 Biodiversity Cali Fund’ for the pharmaceutical sector with a contribution
of 0,1% of their revenue for a Biodiversity Fund. The global meat sector has a revenue of over 1300
billion USD2. So, 0,1% of revenue generates 1,3 billion USD/year. A voluntary or tax contribution of
10 dollarcent per 100 gram meat in OECD countries and China would generate 186 billion USD/year®.

3. Transition to sustainable production models: Prioritize practices that protect soil health, reduce
deforestation and decrease methane emissions. Explore alternative protein sources and invest in
research that enables scalable and sustainable production;

4. Engage in transparent dialogue and collaboration: The path to sustainability requires an open
and inclusive conversation with governments, civil society, and the private sector to ensure that
policy frameworks align with our shared climate goals.

The aviation sector took the responsibility to ask governments to limit GHG-emissions from their
sector'®, The oil and gas sector took the responsibility to ask governments to start CO2-pricing of fossil
fuels!. What will the International Meat Secretariat do to take responsibility ? Together, we can make
a difference by reducing the environmental footprint of meat production and reshaping our food
systems toward resilience and equity. We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss how we can
work together to shape an industry that values sustainability, transparency, and accountability. Please
consider this urgent call. The climate and our global ecosystems depend on our willingness to act now.

Sincerely, on behalf of ACAI, @7

Jeroom Remmers, Director TAPP Coalition https://tappcoalition.eu
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